
Asterism Little Dipper

Little Dipper or Little Bear is located in the constellation Ursa Minor.

The stars Kochab, Pherkab, Eta Ursae Minoris, Zeta Ursae Minoris, Delta Ursae Minoris, 
24 Ursae Minoris and Polaris form the asterism.
The most famous star in the asterism is Polaris, the North Star.
Polaris remains in very nearly the same spot in the sky year-round while the other stars 
circle around it.

Kochab and Pherkad are often referred to as the "Guardians of the Pole" because they 
appear to march around Polaris like sentries.
 
Columbus mentioned these stars in the log of his famous journey across the ocean, and 
many other navigators have found them useful in measuring the hour of the night and 
their place upon the sea.

Asterism - An asterism is a distinctive pattern of stars or a distinctive group of stars in the sky.

Constellation - A grouping of stars that make an imaginary picture in the sky.
There are 88 constellations.
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Ursae Minoris
a Bayer / Flamsteed indication

Hip
The Hipparcos and Tycho Catalogues (vol. 1-17)

HD
Henry Draper Catalogue



Hr
Harvard Observatory - The Bright Star Catalogue

Tyc
Tycho Mission
The Hipparcos and Tycho Catalogues (vol. 1-17)

SAO
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
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Little Dipper

Themes used in Polaris

Polaris
Alpha Ursae Minoris
1 Ursae Minoris
North Star
Pole Star
Hip 11767
HD 8890
Hr 424
Tyc 4628-237-1
Themes used in Yildun

Yildun
Hip 85822
Vildiur
Gildun
Pherkard
Delta Ursae Minoris
23 Ursae Minoris
Tyc 4655-1053-1
Hr 6789
SAO 2937
HD 166205

Themes used in Eta Ursae Minoris

Eta Ursae Minoris
21 Ursae Minoris
Hip 79822
Tyc-4567-1764-1



Themes used in Pherkad - Kochab

Pherkad
Kochab
Guardian of the Pole
Hip 75097
Hip 72607
Gamma Ursae Minoris
Beta Ursae Minoris
13 Ursae Minoris
7 Ursae Minoris
Tyc 4414-2314-1
Tyc 4416-1799-1


