ASTERISM THE SAIL

The four brightest stars, Kras, Algorab, Gienah and Minkar, mark the corners of a “square”
which resembles the outline of a ship’s sail.
The Sail lies in the small constellation Corvus.

Corvus is associated with several greek myths involving the crow, the sacred bird of
Apollo.

The centre of the constellation contains the planetary Nebula NGC 4361.

Corvus is also home to the Antennae Galaxies, a peculiar, heart-shaped deep sky object
that consists of two galaxies, NGC 4038 and NGC 4039, currently undergoing a collision.
As a result of the collision, both galaxies have long tails of stars, dust and gas, resembling
an Insect’s Antennae.

Asterism - An asterism is a distinctive pattern of stars or a distinctive group of stars in the sky.

Constellation - A grouping of stars that make an imaginary picture in the sky.
There are 88 constellations.

Planetary Nebula - A luminous shell of gas, often of complex structure, cast of and caused to fluoresce by an
evolved star of less than about 4 Msun.

Galaxy - A large system of stars, along with interstellar material and dark matter, that is held together by
mutual gravitational attraction.
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NGC 4038 (LerFT) & NGO 4039 (RIGHT)

THE ANTENNAE GALAXIES

THE MAIN-THEMES IN ASTERISM THE SAIL

THE SAIL
O = : , o =
| N | M
R = . g
= — - fe :
S a i 1

A
:l"o‘
[¢]



ALGORAB

A | N | h | T s L@
)’ e I i t 7 Ty - . 19700
I ! by L c . E’ 1.
. g 7 1 7 :
: .3 O b ! g I T i
A S T e F 1
A 1 g o r a b
KRAZ
=
b e .
A —— >4 L7 / 74 /
7/ £ 7/
#&—d N N
- -
Kr a a z z
MINKAR
St \ te ° o
I X A} I I
R — e — fe | |
T ]
) ﬂd [ =
M i n k a r
GIENAH
Q P —— P ——
y S 0 ) =]
- H’.
DR te ’ ° be : L 4 » ° be
G i e n a h G i e n a h

THE MOTIVES IN ASTERISM THE SAIL

CORVI
A BAYER / FLAMSTEED INDICATION
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